Descriptive Communication Basics
When describing a person or object in a foreign language, whether in writing or out loud, it is helpful to remember the following four steps in creating your portrait: 
Identification, Situation, Description, Observation

An easy mnemonic device for remembering these four steps is: IS, DO.
In short, you need to say who or what the person or thing IS by identifying and situating it, and then say what it can DO by including a description of it and an opinion about it, as follows:
1. Identification: Begin by identifying the person or object you’re describing with some kind of noun. If it’s a person, say what your (or someone else’s) relationship to the person is or what his profession or position is. If it’s an object, say what kind of object it is. More often than not, a simple sentence of identification will begin with C’est, although there are other ways to begin a sentence of identification.
2. Situation: Provide a bit of background information that will help place the person or object in its specific environment or on a timeline.
3. Description: Describe the person or object using a few well-chosen adjectives or verbs.
4. Opinion: Make a personal observation about the person or object by citing some pros and cons or by stating your opinion or feelings about him, her, or it.
A character in a story




A commonplace object
C’est la jeune femme de Marc, Alice.


C’est un meuble de la maison.

Elle s’est mariée récemment avec lui.


Il se trouve dans la chambre.

Elle est blonde, jolie, est plutôt naïve.


On s’en sert pour dormir.

Elle est contente au début de l’histoire, mais

Il est confortable seul, mais c’est mieux

     mécontente de son mariage à la fin.

       
       avec un oreiller et une couverture.

A family member or friend



A professor or coworker
Je vous présente ma cousine, Nicole.


Tu connais mon prof d’histoire, M. Corbeil?

Elle habite à Miami. C’est sa première visite à Paris.
Il enseigne l’histoire européene à la Sorbonne.

Elle est très contente d’être en France.


Il est très intéressant et amusant.

Elle parle français, mais elle est un peu nerveuse.
Ses cours sont fascinants, mais un peu difficiles.

An image or photo




A story, book, or film
C’est l’image de deux hommes.



C’est l’histoire d’un couple récemment marié.

Ils jouent au basket.




Ils rencontrent l’ex-femme du mari au restaurant.

L’un homme est blond et grand; l’autre est brun et petit.
La femme est plus jeune et naïve que le mari.

Le blond lance le ballon; il est plus doué que l’autre.
C’est ironique qu’elle doute de son mari à la fin.
To prepare a descriptive paragraph for a person, or object, you need to assemble the following elements:

1. noun of description – a word that describes who or what it is

2. adjectives of description – words describing its appearance, character, or purpose

3. verbs of function – verbs that describe its function or purpose
4. associated words – related words that will help situate and explain it

Practice writing descriptions similar to those above by assembling the appropriate elements for the items below, and filling in the blanks below as necessary:

Portrait: Describe a Friend or Family Member to a Stranger
C’est mon/ma 






 , 



.

Il/Elle 











.

Il/Elle est 


 , 



, et 
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Il/Elle 










    , mais













.
Definition: Define the Word “Voiture” to Someone From the Past
C’est un/une 










.

Elle 











.

On s’en sert pour 









.

Elle 










    , mais













.

Review: Recommend a Book or Movie to Someone Who Might Enjoy It
C’est l’histoire de/d’
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Il(s)/Elle(s) 










.





 est/sont 






.
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